MATTERS ASSUME A SERIOUS ASPECT    193

happen. I could not feel the excitement
that took possession of the men when the
chances of a probable fight became known.
Such an idea filled me with alarm and
horror. The place had a deserted look
about it, and on the principal road, as a
rule crowded with people at that hour, not
a soul- was visible.

The clouds had been gathering up all
the afternoon, and. about -seven o'clock a
terrific thunderstorm occurred, and darkness
set in, which was only lit up now and then
by brilliant flashes of lightning. I busied
myself about the house, where I found a
state of confusion reigning. A number of
the servants had taken French leave and
departed, scenting danger.

My old ayah was among the first to go. She
had been with me four years, and had followed
me about faithfully till now; but at the first
sign of danger she packed up her belongings
and went off. I wondered where she had
taken refuge, for she had a good many
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